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1 TIM. 1 9. 


—THE LAW IS NOT MADE FOR A 
RIGHTEOUS MAN. 


HE occaſion of this epiſtle to Ti- 

L mothy (whom St. Paul had placed 
over the Epheſians and neighbouring 
provinces) 1s plainly this: to correct the 
errors and partiality of the Jews and 
Jewiſh converts, who vainly expected 
that the Moſaic covenant was never to 
be abohſhed, but that all mankind could 
alone be ſaved (as one invariable con- 
dition) through the practice of the 
ritual and moral injunctions of it. 
St. Paul doubtleſs was as competent a 
judge of the Jewiſh law, as any of the 
A'2 Doctors, 


| 


1 
Doctors, or Scribes and Phariſees: now, 
his ſentiments are thus delivered down 


in the verſe preceding my text, that 


he knew the law was good if a man 
uſed it lawfully, 7. e, if he viewed it in 
a proper light, as primary, typical, and 
figurative, in its outward ceremonies, of 


the external rites of the Chriſtian cove- 


nant, which was in fulneſs of time to 
be youchſafed unto us; conſequently at 
Chriſt's appearance they were % to 
ceaſe, or, as the Scripture phraſes it, to 
be done away; but, reſpecting the ſe- 
condary or moral part, we need not, 
faith he, attend unto it, for tbe aw 
is not made for à righteous man, and 
ſuch alone can be Chriſtians, as is fur- 


ther noted by the ſame Apoſtle in his 


exhortation to the Philippians In ſhort 
(ſaith he) My bretbren, whatſoever things 


are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 


whatſoever things are juſl, whatſoever 
tbings are pure, whatſoever things are 


 fevely, whatſoever things are of good re- 


Port, 


1 
port, if there be any virtue, if there be 
any praiſe, think on theſe things; and, 
what is truly beautiful -and pathetic, 
this divine preacher ſets himſelf forth 
as a pattern and practiſer of theſe 
heavenly virtues. Thoſe things (ſaith 
this good man) which ye have both 
learned and received, and heard and ſeen 
in me, do, and the God of Peace ſball be 
with you. Indeed, both ſacred and 
profane hiſtory furniſh us with. ſuch 
perfect and amiable, I had almoſt "ſaid 
divine portraits of the lives and con- 
verſations of the Diſciples and primi- | 
tive Chriſtians, that even, if compared 
with the poet's deſcription of the golden- 
age, there would be found no ex- 
aggeration in point of goodneſs and 
virtue ; ſeeing, excluſive of the above 
quotation, a true ſpirit of juſtice, good- 
neſs, and charity, breathes throughout 
the whole New Teſtament. : 

Pliny, in his Epiſtle to Trajaßz, ſpeaks 
of the Chriſtians as a ſet in whom 
2. there 
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there was not any other fault than a 
refuſal to worſhip Idols, and that one 
part of their religious adoration was, 
to bind themſelves by an oath, or ſa- 
crament, to abſtain from murder, adul- 
tery, theft, and every appearance of 
vice and iniquity. Joſephus, a favour- 
ite writer with the Jews, gives this teſ- 
timony of the Author of our ſalvation, 
that at ſuch a time lived one Jeſus, a 
good man, who performed many mi- 
racles; that his. Diſciples believed and 
reported that he roſe again from the 
dead, and that they frequently met 
together in prayer and ſpiritual ſongs *. 
Laſtly, Tertullian, in his apology before 
the Roman ſenate, affords us this fur- 
ther proof of their integrity, by a 
challenge to the whole world, to 


accuſe them of one ſingle enormity, 
or miſdemeanor, either againſt the 


* Suppoſing this with ſome to be an iaterpolation, it 
can never make a real objection. See Alciphron, Dial. 
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civil or religious rites of the people | 


they lived amongſt, further than what 
tended to open their underſtanding, 
both for the temporal and ſpiritual 
advantage of mankind, Well then 
might the Apoſtle, in the words of 
my text, aſſert, that the law was not 
made for ſuch righteous men as they 
Chriſtians were, „ but for the lawleſs 
& and diſobedient, for murderers of 
“ fathers, and murderers of mothers, 


« for man<ſlayers, for whoremongers, - 


« for them that defile themſelves with 
“ mankind, for men-ſtealers, for lyars, 
for perjured perſons, and if there be 
© any other thing which is contrary to 
& ſound doctrine or reaſon :” but againſt 
the virtues which theſe holy propaga- 


tors of our religion practiſed towards 


God, themſelves, and their neighbour, 
there neither lay or could lie any law, 
for the law was not meant as a terror 
to them, but as their glory, and con- 
{tant refutation of the evil and ma- 

» 7; 
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licious reports of ill-deſigning men. 
Hence we learn, that godlineſs of life, 
or, as we may ſay, a Chriſtian life, is 
profitable for all things, having equally 
the promiſe, or means of felicity, for 
things temporal, as for thoſe which 
are eternal. Had this continued the 
happy ſtate of Chriſtians, as our reli- 
gion ſpread and became the eſtabliſhed 
one of whole ſtates and communities; 
legiſlators would have needed but little 
thought in deviſing laws for the pro- 
tection of their own lives and proper- 
ties, and that of their fellow-creatures, 
{ſince love, which is the ſpirit of the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, would more than 
anſwer their moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions, by influencing the hearts of men 
with ſuch tenderneſs and charity to- 
wards each other, that there would 
not ariſe any occaſion of enacting laws, 
as being righteous by principle, for be 
law is not made for a Tighteous man. 


5 5 Some 


C 28 
Some now may here ſay, why 1s 
not this the preſent caſe? As we en- 
joy the ſame religion, why has it not 
the ſame influence on our conduct ? 
It would take up too much of your 
time particularly to inveſtigate this 
matter: and as it is not immediately the 
object of our preſent ſolemn meeting, 
but the remedy for this falling away; 
let it ſuffice to remark, that we cannot 
expect ſuch fervor of zeal now Chriſtia- 
nity is become general and protected, as 
appeared in its ſtate (it I may be allowed 
the expreſſion) of individuality and per- 
ſecution, which of all other motives are 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt urgent for mu- 
tual love and charity: add to this, the 
primitive believers were unconnected 
with the concerns and intereſts of this 
life; but when whole nations were 
brought over to this faith, and kings 
and potentates made it the common 
religion of their ſeveral ſtates, ſurely 
the wonder may in ſome meaſure now 


ceaſe; 


$93 
ceaſe; that when they became eaſy in 
their religious profeſſion, worldly luſts 
and worldly intereſts might, in our 
fate of degeneracy and weakneſs, ex- 
cite in us ſometimes a ſupineneſs and 
inattention to religion; from this it is 
no haſty ſtride for theſe dangerous and 
alluring enemies to plant themſelves in 
our hearts, and gain ſo fatal an aſcend - 
ancy over us, that when our princt- 
ples of faith oppoſed them, fired with 
the eagerneſs for a preſent gratification, 
many were apt not only to forget their 
Chriſtian covenant, but the common 
rules of honeſty and juſtice. Thus by 
degrees, through inadvertency and car- 
nal appetites, too great a part of ſociety 
deſert the golden age of Chriſtianity, 
and gradually fink themſelves into the 
ſilver and brazen; and at length ſome 
become devoted to that torrent of fin 
and iniquity repreſented in the iron 


age, Which, but for the interpoſition 
of human laws, would overwhelm the 


happineſs 


We” 
happineſs and ſafety of ſociety as with 
a flood. 

Since, then, this is the real ſtate of 
mankind, that realm doubtleſs muſt be 
in the moſt eligible ſituation, whoſe 
conſtitution is beſt framed for the pre- 
ſervation of the liberty, fafety, and 
happineſs, of the inhabitants thereof. 
And ſurely, my brethren, we Britons 
may congratulate ourſelves on having 
a form of government which is the 
envy and admiration of the whole 
world. Now we firſt go upon the 
ſame plan with the apoſtle in the verſe 
before us, That the law is not made for 
a righteous man, but for the unruly and 
turbulent. We ſhall have this day 
read unto us in court, the proclamation 
of our gracious Sovereign, that we 
cannot expect to render ourſelves an 
happy and proſperous kingdom, with- 
out dutiful obedience to Almighty God; 
or, in other words, without being trae 
Chriſtians both in faith and practice. 
| Doubtleſs 
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Doubtleſs one ſure foundation for this 
is, a ſerious and regular attention to our 
religious duty on the Lord's day; the 
neglect of which is generally the firſt 
ſtep to vice and immorality; for, when 
men once give up all duty and rever- 
ence towards God and the holy precepts 
delivered by his Son, is it any wonder 
that they ſoon violate the laws of ſo- 
ciety, and become a hindrance inſtead 
of an improvement to the welfare and 
proſperity of their country ? 

And here we cannot but admire the 
mildneſs and charity of our conſtitution. 
Since, among other ill effects of our de- 
generacy, there reigns a diverſity of ſects 
in that religion which appears ſo well 
adapted to unite all men in one com- 
mon faith, with one mouth and one 
heart to adore God“ in unity of ſpirit, 
“in the bond of peace and in righteouſ- 
«neſs of life; ought not we moſt 
gratefully to acknowledge the lenity of 
our laws, which allow the free enjoy- 

| ment 


b 
ment of the ſeveral Chriſtian principles 
ſo far as is conſiſtent with prudence and 
the common fafety of our own eſta- 
bliſhed church and ſtate? One ſet of 
recuſants have lately received a peculiar 
mark of legiſlative tenderneſs and af- 
fection: howſoever, therefore, we may 
diſagree in our notions and modes of 
Chriſtian faith and worſhip, all ſects 
muſt join in the defence and protection 
of our laws and government, ſo well 
calculated for the peace and ſecurity of 
each individual that dwelleth among 
us. Monteſquieu remarks, in his trea- 
tiſe on the Spirit of Laws, that iniquity 
in a ſtate is not owing to the want of 
ſeverity in the laws, ſo much as to the 
paſſing over {ſmaller crimes with im- 
punity, which, when neglected, ſo ra- 
pidly hurry on the mind to higher 
violations, and quickly bring the un- 
Happy victim to an ignominious death, 
with the loſs of a ſubject to his injured 
country. My meaning perhaps may 
| better 
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better appear by the inſtance of Sab- 
bath-breaking, neglecting the church, 
and other grofſer abuſes of that ſacred 
and hallowed day, which God has 
ſanctified for himſelf, 7. e. for us to 
hold as it were a ſerious converſation 
with heaven, and make our peace with 
God through Chriſt, to implore his bleſſ- 
ing and protection the enſuing week, 
Was the obſervance of this wiſe and 
pious inſtitution properly attended to by 
thoſe officers to whom it is aſſigned, I 

am well convinced it would ſave many a 
fellow-creature from deſtruction ; num- 
berleſs offences ariſe from this firſt de- 
viation from perfect righteouſneſs. I 
doubt not but ſome are ſtopped by the 
vigilance and goodneſs of the magiſ- 
trate; and were it univerſally and ſtrictly 
adhered to, it could not but be attended 
with the moſt ſalutary conſequences 
both in church and ſtate. I know not 
of a more uſeful member of ſociety 


than an upright, humane, and zealous 
magiſtrate: 


1 

magiſtrate: and as it is a voluntary act 
without reward, it ever conveys to my 
mind an idea of the Roman prætors, 
whoſe only retribution was the anſwer 
of a good conſcience in the diſcharge of 
an office ſo beneficial to their country; 
and give me leave to obſerve here, that 
the good example of ſuperiors in reli- 
gious duties, hath more influence on 
the minds and practice of the inferior 
claſs of people, than all the volumes of 
divinity which have been written ſince 
the firſt promulgation of the goſpel. 

Let us now then contemplate on the 
amiableneſs of our conſtitution reſpeCt- 
ing the r2us, or unhappy accuſed; the 
laws by which he is to be tried are 
framed, as it were, by his own con- 
ſent, as we well know that not any law 
can be enacted without the joint con- 
currence of the whole legiſlature. 

The firſt proceſs is, that a magiſtrate 
be convinced by the oath oß the ac- 
cuſer (if he thinks him capable of it, 
I ' otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe it is diſmiſſed as nugatory) ; 
and cven then in various caſes, where 
tenderneſs ſometimes aſſumes her juſt 
fuperiority and triumph, the offender 
is tried at a ſeſſions or inferior court. 
Here again ſhines forth the greatneſs 
of our privileges, above every other 
nation throughout the earth. 

As an Engliſhman cannot be bound 
by any law framed without the con- 
ſent of his repreſentatives, ſo neither 
can he ſuffer in his perſon or eſtate for 
the breach of any law for real or pre- 
tended crimes, without the conſent of 
the people firſt had by a jury of his 
peers or equals. In criminal cafes, 
where the life or liberty of the ſubject 
is concerned, the approbation of two 
juries is required, ſtrictly bound by a 
folemn oath, framed with the higheſt 
wiſdom and moft awful piety, as a 
ſtrong barrier againſt envy, hatred, and 
malice, on the one hand; and partiality, 
ſelf-intereſt, and affection, on the other; 

wo 
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in ſhort, they hazard the favour of God 
in this world, and their eternal ſalva- 
tion in the next, on the truth, ſince- 
rity, and diſintereſtedneſs of their bill. 
The firſt, or grand jury, is to determine 
of the criminal matter of accuſation, 
and whether there is probability of 
guilt ſufficient to bring the culprit to 
the ſhame of an open court; if there is, 
then the other twelve, or petty jury, 
(under the ſame important ties) are to 
give in their verdict as to the real truth 
or falſehood of the charge, according to 
the evidence which is laid before them, 
after a moſt ſtrict, minute, and circum- 
ſtantial examination of every party con- 
cerned in the matter before them. The 
ſame proceſs is obſerved in every other 
court reſpecting criminal points; and 
after all, it is left to the wiſdom and 
mercy of our ſovereign; for as all laws 
muſt from their nature be general, 
there cannot but neceſſarily be ſome 
unavoidable exceptions, which no fore- 

ae fight 
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ſight or wiſdom can guard againſt, or 
provide for; and conſequently the ſeat 
of mercy is properly placed among the 
prerogatives of the crown. | 

Can there now be a greater or more 
invaluable bleſſing beſtowed upon a 
country than theſe trials by juries ? 
They were introduced with our conſti- 
tution, and are no where elſe to be 
found; and may they continue free, 
unawed, uninfluenced, and without 
further limitation, to our lateſt poſte- 
rity ! for, doubtleſs, they are the ſource 
and preſervation: of men's lives and pro- 
perties, ſhould ever a ſpirit of tyranny, 
ſlavery, or oppreſſion, unhappily hover 
over this favoured ifle. But this ſtrong 
barrier of defence is {till rendered more 
compact, by the ſecurity that the wit- 
nefles give for their candour and truth 
reſpecting both their country, and the 
priſoner at the bar. Witneſſes are in 
the ſame predicament with juries; they 
profeſs on their ſalvation, and deſtruc- 
| tion 


1 
tion both here and hereafter, that they 
will ſpeak the truth, the whole truth, 
and not any thing but the truth Can 
there be a ſecurer fort than this againſt 
falſehood, reſervation, and prevarica- 
tion? This I take to be the chief rea- 
ſon for an Aſſize ſermon, to remind 
ſubjects of the importance, awefulneſs, 
and conſequence, of an oath; that all 
deceit and iniquity in the buſineſs they 
may be engaged in, on theſe ſolemn 
occaſions, is not merely lying unto men, 
who are liable to deception, but to God, 
unto whom all hearts are open, all de- 
ſigns are known, and with whom every 
darkneſs and ſubterfuge is as clear as 
the ſun in its full meridian brightneſs. 
Witneſſes then (for here lies the danger 
of injuring the ſtate by miſleading the 
juries) ſhould ſeriouſly and religiouſly 
give their ear and heart to the words 
of the oath adminiſtered unto them; 
they ought to reflect and ponder in their 
minds that they have now called Al- 
B 2 mighty 
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L 
mighty God, the whole ſacred Trinity, 
the Father that made them, the Son 
that redeemed them, and the Holy 
Ghoſt that ſanctifies and preſerves them, 
to bear witneſs to the truth of the words 
of their mouth; they now moſt ſo- 
lemnly profeſs that they forfeit their 
future help and mercy, and challenge 
their indignation and wrath, if they 
do not ſpeak the truth, that the whole 
they aflert in the trial is what they 
ſincerely believe to be true, and not 
only that it is true, but that they alſo 


. have declared the whole truth in every 


circumſtance they know: otherwiſe the 
retaining one truth may make an- 
other truth appear in a diametrically 


oppoſite light; as, that a man ſtruck his 


neighbour may be true; but then it may 
be equally true, that he received the 
firſt blow, or was -irr1.ated by ſuch pro- 
vocations, as, though they juſtify not 
the aſſault, may in ſome meaſure exte- 
nuate the offence. But, above all things, 

6 they 
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they muſt not tell a falſity—this, at 
firſt ſight, is an abomination to the 
Lord, and forbid by the ninth com- 
mandment, Thou fhalt not bear falſe 
witne/s againſt thy neighbour. 

Witneſſes, therefore, would do well 
to conſider all theſe matters (before 
they come into court) calmly, religi- 
ouſly, and devoutly, with God-and 
their own hearts, that they may not 
ſpeak unadviſedly with their lips, either 
to their own injury, the injury of their 
country, or the injury of the perſon 
arraigned in the court before them. 

Laſtly, let witneſſes ever bear in 
mind, that the oath equally binds them 
to diſcover the truth in every particular, 
without favour and affection, as well 
as without malice and hatred, however 
the iſſue may turn out, either to the 
diſcharge or conviction of the ſubject. 
For as a wilful tranſgreſſion in the 
one is certainly injurious reſpecting our 

neighbour, 
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neighbour, ſo a deſigned violation of 
our oath on the other hand can be no 
leſs hurtful to our country, in wickedly 
fcreening the real guilty from the ſeat 
of juſtice and protection for the good 
and virtuous; and what muſt be an 
aggravation of ſuch an offence is, there 
cannot be any fear but the judge will 
be as tender a counſellor for the un- 
happy object, as the ſafety and laws of 
his country will permit. Here, too, 
our gracious Sovereign hath given us 
another ſure mark of his love of, and 
deſire for, a free and uninfluenced diſ- 
penſation of the laws, by declaring 
the independency of the judges, in 
making their appointments for life; 
ſhould there ever ariſe a period of 
miniſterial tyranny to thwart and tempt 
the integrity of their judgement, or the 
honeſty of their hearts. Such, my 
fellow ſubjects, is the wholeſomeneſs 
of our laws, ſuch is the happineſs of 
our ſituation; yea, bleſſed are we who 

thus 
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thus enjoy the moſt orthodox religion 
throughout all Chriſtendom for our fu- 
ture felicity, and the beſt-framed conſti- 
tution for our temporal enjoyment, 
To conclude. Theſe, then, are the 
ſinews and corner-ſtone of this our 
pleaſing hill of Sion ; and avaunt that 
man, who may be ſo daringly ungrate- 
ful as to diſturb a ſingle nerve or atom 
of ſupport to either one or the other! 
Our ſituation at preſent, it muſt be 
acknowledged, 1s not pleaſing; but, to 
whatever cauſe it may be owing, J 
truſt, through the bleſſing of God, and 
a ſtrict union among ourſelves, which 
certainly is natural, and the want of 
which can alone ever interrupt our 
glory and our intereſt, we ſhall yet ſoon 
be able to chaſtiſe the impolitic inſo- 
| lence of the French, and bring our de- 
luded American fellow- ſubjects to a 
juſt ſenſe of that duty and gratitude 
they owe to their mother country, 
which has expended ſo many millions 


for 
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for their freedom and e But - 
to return to the text. 

Though, through the e de- 
pravity of mankind, the beſt cannot 
always ſtand upright, and the careleſs 
run into the indulgence of vices, which, 
but for the wiſdom of legiſlators, would 
ſoon ſap, undermine, and ruin any 
ſtate—as the wiſeſt of men hath long 
ſince obſerved, that © righteouſneſs ex- 
alteth a nation, but ſin is a reproach, or 
(as it ſhould be rendered *) will leſſen, 
and bring to ruin, any people.” Not- 
withſtanding this, it is much to be 
wiſhed, that we would rather look 
upon ourſelves as the free denizens of 
Chriſt Jeſus; then we cannot but be 


Nac - the Hebrew text gives it ſubſtantively, and 
calls it TOM +, which fiznifhes exceſs of good or evil, and 
conſequently may here be rendered deſtruction, or diſ- 

racetul ruin; and, as Solomon hath obſerved this contraſt 
ira the effect of good and evil, from the 27th verſe 
to the end of the chapter. it ſeems more likely to be his 
defign than biſhop Pau ick s, who paraphraſes it as if 
thus written: Rightecuſneſs exalteth a nation, and cle- 
mency or charity z5 a fin-offering of the people. 

+ The Septuagint Interpreters read DTT, not TDA. 


good 


= 
good members, in every ſociety, either 
private or public : and, what ought to 
be a moſt ſtrong inc ment, our civil 
eſtabliſhment is equally ardent. and de- 
firous with the goſpel itſelf for our 
freedom and felicity in this preſent 
ſcene of things, as that is for our fyture 
habitation with God our eternal Father. 
| Moſes adviſed the Iſraelites ever to 
have the law of their Creator before 
their eyes : his words are twice in the 
book of Deutronomy: Lay up, ſays he, 
my words, i. e. the commandments I 
received of the Lord, in your hearts and 
in your ſouls, and bind them for a ſigu 
upon your hand, that they may be as 
frontlets between thine eyes; and ye ſhall 
teach them to your. cbilqren, ſpeaking of 
them Then thou ſittęſt in thine bouſe ; and 
when thou walkeſt by the way, when thou 
lieft down, and when thou riſeft up, and 
thou ſhalt write them upon the door-poſt 
of thy houſe, and upon thy gates. The 

C "conſequence 


(38 ] 
conſequence of which pious conduct, 
he tells them, will be, that their days 
would be multiplied, and the days of 
their children, in the land which the 
Lord {ware unto their fathers to give 
them, as the days of heaven upon 
earth. But I fay unto you (as the mi- 
niſter of a better covenant) as much 
as things ſpiritual exceed things tem 
poral, I ſay unto you, ever have the 
precepts of our Saviour before your 
eyes, particularly the divine ſermon on 
the mount; this will ever render us 
good ſubjects, good parents, good neigh- 
bours; in ſhort, every thing which 
can be required to make us a mutual 
comfort to each other during our 


abode here, and meet partakers of 


God's heavenly kingdom at the laſt; in 
whole preſence there is fulneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right hand there are en- 
creaſing pleaſures for evermore, pur- 
chaſed for us through the merits and 

15 interceſſion 
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interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, to whom, with the 


Father and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all 
honour, &c. Amen, 
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